
 
 
OVERVIEW 

 
NASACT is pleased to announce the latest in its series of training events addressing timely issues in 
government accounting, auditing, and financial management.  

 
Since it was signed into law on December 22, 2022, the Financial Data Transparency Act (FDTA) 
has generated a lot of buzz. Proponents point to increased transparency of financial information for 
state and local government municipal bond issuers. Opponents stress the cost and steep learning 
curve that will be necessary to comply with the law.  
 
This webinar will attempt to clarify a lot of the confusion. We will discuss the actual provisions of the 
law and how they will impact state and local governments. We will also hear about the data 
standards work that is occurring at the University of Michigan’s Center for Local, State, and Urban 
Policy (CLOSUP), including a pilot with the city of Flint, Michigan. We’ll also learn how tagging of 
data occurs – for example, getting from Excel to XBRL. 
 
Remember the Grant Reporting Efficiency and Agreements Transparency Act (the GREAT Act)? It 
seems like a long time ago given the pandemic, but the GREAT Act became law back in December 
2019. It requires single audit information to be reported in standardized, machine-readable format. 
Many aspects of the GREAT Act sound very similar to the provisions of the FDTA. This webinar will 
compare and contrast these two laws and provide an update on the GREAT Act’s current status. 
 
Lastly, we’ll hear the perspective of an audit organization on how standardized, machine-readable 
financial information can impact its oversight responsibilities, particularly in monitoring local 
governments. Pros and cons will be discussed. 
 
This webinar has something for everyone! 
 
 
AGENDA 
 
2:00 – 2:05 p.m. – Welcoming Remarks 
 Moderator: Kinney Poynter, Executive Director, National Association of State Auditors, 

Comptrollers and Treasurers 
 

2:05 – 3:20 p.m. – Electronic Financial Reporting: FDTA and More! 
 
 Michelle Savage, Vice-President, XBRL US 
 Natalie Fitzpatrick, Project Manager, CLOSUP Fiscal Health Project, Ford School of Public 

Policy, University of Michigan 
 Robert J.F. Widigan, Chief Financial Officer, City of Flint, Michigan 
 Robert Hinkle, Chief Deputy Auditor at Auditor of State, Ohio 
 
3:20 – 3:55 p.m. – Q&A Session 
 



3:55 – 4:00 p.m. – Wrap-Up  
 Kinney Poynter 
 
 
COST 
 
Groups 
 

 $325 per group (unlimited attendance) 

 
NOTE For groups with participants who are not all in the same location  
Group participants who will be in different locations may participate. The person who 
registers should share the confirmation email with anyone in a different location. Each 
participant in a different location should follow the instructions in the confirmation email to 
obtain their unique ZoomGov credentials to access the webinar on the day of the event.  

 
 
Individuals 
 

 $60 per individual – Use promo code INDWEB to get this rate 

 $30 per individual (no CPE) – Use promo code INDNOCPE to get this rate 

 
For information regarding refunds, concerns and/or program cancellation policies, please contact our 
office at (859) 276-1147. 
 
 
INSTRUCTIONS & MATERIALS 
 
You will receive instructions on how to join the webinar as part of your registration confirmation 
email. All forms and available bios and presentation materials can be found on our webinars page.  
 
 
CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION 

 
Learning Objectives  
 
At the end of this webinar, attendees should be able to: 
 

 Identify the key elements of the Financial Data Transparency Act (FDTA). 
 Understand the potential implementation issues associated with FDTA. 
 Recognize how financial information in machine-readable format can impact the preparer’s 

and auditor’s responsibilities. 
 
Delivery Method: Group-Live (for those viewing as a group) or Group-Internet Based (for those 
viewing individually) 
 
CPE: 2 credits available for this event. 
 
Attendance Requirements: To obtain full credit for this event, attendees must submit attendance 
verification codes as given during the webinar.  
 



Level of Knowledge: Overview 
 
Field of Study: Accounting (Governmental) 
 
Advanced Preparation and Prerequisites: All government employees are encouraged to attend. 
No prerequisites or advanced preparation required. 
 
Refunds and Concerns: For information regarding administrative policies such as refunds 
and concerns, please contact our offices at (859) 276-1147. 
 
 

The National Association of State Auditors, Comptrollers and Treasurers is 
registered with the National Association of State Boards of Accountancy 
(NASBA) as a sponsor of continuing professional education on the National 
Registry of CPE Sponsors. State boards of accountancy have final authority 
on the acceptance of individual courses for CPE credit. Complaints regarding 
registered sponsors may be submitted to the National Registry of CPE 
Sponsors through its website: https://www.nasbaregistry.org/. 

 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 
Program Content: Kinney Poynter, kpoynter@nasact.org, (859) 276-1147 
 
Website Login, Payments or Registration: Tanya Grayson, tgrayson@nasact.org, (859) 276-1147 
 
Logistics, CPE or Other: Meredith Johns, mjohns@nasact.org, (859) 276-1147 
 
 

 


