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Monday November 15, 2021 

 
 7:50-8:00 Log in to Webinar 
 
 8:00-12:00 Audit Methodologies – Leita Hart-Fanta 

Field of study: Auditing CPE: 4.5 (225 minutes) 
 
In this course, Leita will guide us in designing audit methodologies that get you 
where you want to go as quickly and as easily as possible. We will re-evaluate the 
audit procedures you are currently using and make sure that your audit programs 
help keep the audit team on the right road. Critical audit tests will be scrutinized for 
how direct, safe, and quick they are. 
 

 9:30-9:45 Morning Break 
 
12:00-1:00 Lunch Break 
 
1:00- 4:10 Dealing With Change – Kit Welchlin 

Field of study: Personal Development CPE: 3.5 (175 minutes) 
Participants will learn: 
• the three key drivers of change 
• the difference between change and transition 
• the four stages of transition 
• the thirteen big mistakes in managing the transition 
• the thirteen new behaviors that guarantee success 
 

2:30-2:45 Afternoon Break 
 
4:10-4:30 Service Awards – Julie Blaha, State Auditor 
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Tuesday November 16, 2021 

 
 7:50-8:00 Log in to Webinar 
 
 8:00-9:45 How to Communicate with Anyone Who Isn’t You – Denise Ryan 

Field of study: Personal Development CPE: 2. 0 (100 minutes) 
 

  Unfortunately, no one else is exactly like you and to succeed in life and business, 
you have to work with the confusing, the angry, the silly, and yes, even the 
smarter and more articulate. This session will help you do just that. You will learn 
about barriers to communication and how to remove them. 
 

 9:45-10:00 Morning Break 
 
10:00-10:50 The Forms Group – Nicole Berndt, CPA, OSA Audit Director  
  Field of Study: Auditing (Governmental) CPE 1.0 (50 minutes) 
   
   

The forms group will address changes to our standard forms and checklists. 
 

10:50-11:45 Standards and Procedures Update – Tom Karlson and Lisa Young 
Field of Study: Auditing (Governmental) CPE 1.0 (50 minutes) 
    
 
This session will present on findings from our recent peer review and other audit or 
accounting issues that arose during the last year. 
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Wednesday November 17, 2021 

 
7:45-7:55 Log in to Webinar 
 
7:55-8:00 Administrative Announcements 
 
8:00-8:05 Welcome from State Auditor Blaha 
 
8:05-8:55 A Look Back at the Coronavirus Relief Fund – Amy Jorgenson, Director, COVID-19 

Response Accountability Office, Minnesota Management and Budget  
 Field of study: Accounting (Governmental) CPE: 1.0 (50 minutes) 
  
 
 This session will provide the current status of the Coronavirus Relief Fund, a part of 

the CARES Act.  Attendees will learn about what the funds were spent on, what 
compliance issues arose, what problems occurred, what amounts were returned, 
and what effect did the extension of the deadline have on the program.  

   
(5-minute break for speaker change) 

 
9:00-9:25 The 2021 Compliance Supplement – Lisa Young. Standards and Procedures, Office 

of the State Auditor 
 Field of study: Auditing (Governmental) CPE: 0.5 (25 minutes) 
  
 

The 2021 Compliance Supplement has been late in coming and will include 
significate changes that will impact local governments’ single audits.  This session 
will provide a summary of these changes. 

 
9:25-9:40 Morning Break 
 
9:40-10:30   A Look at the American Rescue Plan Act State and Local Government Recovery 

Fund and Other Recent Issues – Tom Karlson, Standards and Procedures, Office of 
the State Auditor 

                        Field of study: Accounting (Governmental) CPE: 1.0 (50 minutes) 
  
 
                        This session will provide the highlights of the American Rescue Plan Act’s’ State and 

Local Government Recovery Fund.  Attendees will learn how these funds can be 
used, how to calculate loss revenue, reporting requirements, and more. Also, this 
session will identify other recent activities effecting local governments. 
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(5-minute break for speaker change) 
 
10:35-11:0 Cybersecurity – Matthew Lindemann, Director of Budget, Finance, andTechnology, 

Office of the State Auditor 
 Field of study: Information Technology CPE: 0.5 (25 minutes) 
  
 
 The presenter will discuss phishing, passwords, crypto viruses, etc. 
 
11:00-12:00    Legal Compliance Update – David Kenney JD, Assistant Legal Counsel, and Mark 

Kerr, JD, CFE, Assistant Legal Counsel/Director of Special Investigations. Office of 
the Minnesota State Auditor 

                        Field of study: Business Law CPE: 1 (50 minutes); applied for CLE: 1 (60 minutes) 
  
 

This annual update will cover recent Minnesota compliance issues, law changes 
effecting local governments, and the results of recent special investigations. 

 
12:00-12:50  Break for Lunch 
 
12:50-2:30 Accounting for Leases under GASB Statement No. 87 – Stephen Blann, CPA 
 Field of study: Accounting (Governmental) CPE: 2.0 (100 minutes) 
 Contact Information: 
  
 
 The attendees will learn the requirements of GASBS No. 87 on leases.  The session 

will provide tips on implementing the new accounting and financial reporting for 
leases. 

 
2:30-2:45 Afternoon Break 
 
2:45-3:35 Governmental Accounting Update – Stephen Blann, CPA 
 Field of study: Accounting (Governmental) CPE: 1 (50 minutes) 

 
This session the latest accounting standards issue by the GASB. Stephen also will 
highlight what else is coming from the GASB, including projects on updating the 
financial reporting model, recognizing revenues and expenditures and note 
disclosures. 

  
3:35-4:25      Federal Audit Clearinghouse Update: Are your SEFA and DCF Consistent? –Stephen 

Blann, CPA 
                        Field of study: Accounting (Governmental) CPE: 1 (50 minutes) 
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 The filing of your single audit reporting package to 
the federal audit clearinghouse can be a challenge.  The presenter will provide 
guidance on avoiding having your data collection form rejected by the 
clearinghouse. 

 
4:25                Sessions  and Training Completed 
 
Learning Objectives: At the conclusion of this conference, participants will be able to:  

• Understand the lessons learned on dealing with the requirements for local governments 
receiving coronavirus relief funds and what is expected in the future for the American Rescue 
Plan Act, 

• Be up to date on current governmental accounting standards 
• Understand the requirements for implementing the new accounting for leases. 
• Consider new issues in the Uniform Guidance, Compliance Supplement, filing with the Federal 

Audit Clearinghouse and Single Audit that can affect local governments.  
• Be aware of the requirements for Minnesota local governments for compliance with state laws. 
• Have knowledge of the need for cybersecurity. 
• Enhanced communication skills. 
• Gain useful tools in dealing with change. 
 
Level of Knowledge: Overview.  
 

Education or Experience Prerequisite: General understanding of governmental accounting and 
auditing.  

Advance Preparation: No advance preparation required.  

CPE: 20 credits  

Delivery Method: Group internet-based. All sessions include Q&A opportunities.  

Attendance Requirements: In order to obtain CPE credit for this event, participants must submit 
attendance verification codes provided during each session.  

The National Association of State Auditors, Comptrollers and Treasurers 
is registered with the National Association of State Boards of Accountancy (NASBA) as a sponsor 
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of continuing professional education on the National Registry of CPE 
Sponsors. State boards of accountancy have final authority on the acceptance of individual courses 
for CPE credit. Complaints regarding registered sponsors may be submitted to the National Registry 
of CPE Sponsors through its website: https://www.nasbaregistry.org/.  
 

HOW TO GET YOUR CPE  

CPE attendance codes will be announced during the sessions. Please record these codes on your 
CPE worksheet. You do NOT need to submit this sheet to Minnesota or NASACT. The worksheet is 
for your records only.  

After the conference is over, you will receive an email with a link to the CPE verification survey. 
Enter the codes in this survey. The survey will be open until December 16: please enter your 
codes by this date.  

CPE forms will be sent to attendees by email within a week or so after that date  
 
 


