
 
 

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES 
 

DAN ALTOBELLI, CPA, CISA, CEH, is the IT audit manager for the New Jersey Office of the State 
Auditor. He is responsible for planning, conducting and managing a wide range of information technology 
audits for the office. In addition, he helped develop and implement the office’s integrated auditing 
methodology to bring the wonderful world of information technology to the program and financial audit 
staff. He has a bachelor of science degree in accounting from the College of New Jersey and has worked 
for the New Jersey Office of the State Auditor for the past 19 years. 
 
BRETT BATES, GCCC, GSEC, GCIH, is the IT security auditor for the state of Wyoming. He believes in 
helping others through his IT audits. Like most people Brett was born at a very young age. He began his 
career in IT 25 plus years ago and has been doing IT security audits for over nine years. He enjoys dad 
jokes, board games, and most of all being with his family. His biggest accomplishment is being married to 
his wife for over 14 years and his wonderful four children. He has other minor accomplishments such as 
participating in and being in the top of both red team and blue team events (earning many challenge 
coins).  
 
PEG BODIN, CISA, is the assistant director of Team IT Audit for the Office of the Washington State 
Auditor. Peg is responsible for overseeing the teams that perform data analysis, systems reviews, 
cybersecurity performance audits, security attestation audits, and forensics for state and local 
governments.  Peg is a 1986 graduate of Western Washington University with a bachelor’s degree in 
accounting and computer science and has been with the office since 1987.  
 
LAURA BROWN has over 30 years of auditing experience with the Office of the New York State 
Comptroller’s Division of State Government Accountability. For more than 20 years, Laura’s work has 
focused on medical claims auditing, primarily the New York State Health Insurance Program (NYSHIP) – 
one of the nation’s largest public sector health insurance programs. As an audit supervisor, Laura 
specializes in claim data analysis using advanced data mining techniques. 
 
KIM BUCHANAN, CISA, is a manager of the California State Auditor’s Data Analytics Unit. She has been 
with the office for 17 years and is a certified information systems auditor. Kim currently manages a team 
of auditors who specialize in performing complex data analytics, creating interactive data visualizations, 
and conducting information security audits. Kim has a bachelor’s degree in finance and a master’s degree 
in business administration.  
 
YANFEI CHEN is a 10-year veteran auditor with the Office of the New York State Comptroller’s Division 
of State Government Accountability. Yanfei graduated from Peking University with two bachelor’s degrees 
in information management and intellectual property law. She also studied in SUNY Albany’s Informatics 
Program, focusing on forensic accounting. As an examiner-in-charge specializing in Medicaid program 
audits, Yanfei applies her expertise in advanced data analytics and related technologies to traditional 
audit work to identify Medicaid fraud, waste, and abuse.  
 
RYAN COE, CISA has over 14 years of experience conducting audits of state and local government 
entities at the California State Auditor’s Office. He currently works in the office’s Data Analytics Unit, 
which performs complex data analytics using a variety of tools. During his career, Ryan has conducted 
audits on a wide variety of topics, including education, public safety, health care, and information security. 
He also served as one of three members of the California Citizens Redistricting Commission’s Applicant 
Review Panel, in which he helped select the second Citizens Redistricting Commission in California 



history. Ryan has a B.A. in English from California State University, Stanislaus and an M.B.A. from 
California State University, Fresno.  
 
DANIEL (DAN) GARCIA-DIAZ is the managing director of the Government Accountability Office’s 
Financial Markets and Community Investment Team. He oversees federal financial regulations, federal 
insurance programs, housing programs, and federal initiatives that aim to help small businesses, state 
and local governments, and communities. 

Dan joined GAO in July 1998. He has led evaluations of mortgage finance programs, assistance 
to homeowners and renters, disaster recovery, and housing for the special-needs population. He has also 
overseen work on the Troubled Asset Relief Program and the Terrorism Risk Insurance Program. 
Dan earned a master’s degree in public policy from Harvard University. Dan earned a bachelor’s degree 
in classical languages from Dartmouth College. 
 
KEITH EDWARDS, CPA, CISA, is a principal audit supervisor with the Michigan Office of the Auditor 
General where he has worked for over 10 years. Keith obtained his undergraduate degree from Ferris 
State University in Michigan. Keith's audit experience with the OAG includes financial, performance, and 
IT-performance audits. Keith was the supervisor on the Software License Management Audit. 
 
SHELLY JENSEN, CPA, CISA, was appointed as an audit division administrator in September 2022.  
She is responsible for the oversight of information technology audits of all State agencies and for the 
oversight of performance audits of the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development; the 
Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy; the Department of Natural Resources; and the 
Michigan Department of Transportation. In addition, Ms. Jensen participates in the formulation of audit 
policy and participates in the presentation of issue audit reports to legislative committees. She has a 
bachelor's degree in accounting from Michigan State University. 
 
MIRANDA KARGER, CISA, is an information systems audit manager for the Illinois Office of the Auditor 
General. Her areas of responsibility include managing attestation examinations and various Information 
Systems reviews of Illinois government agencies. Miranda has eight years of experience of auditing 
governmental entities and is a member of the Information Systems Audit and Control Association. 
 
REBECCA KEE, StateRAMP government implementation consultant, brings over 18 years of experience 
in the government sector as a public procurement professional most recently as chief procurement officer 
for the City of Virginia Beach, Virginia. Rebecca has served in numerous roles for NIGP at both the 
chapter and national levels, NIGP Talent Council and as an NIGP instructor. Rebecca’s previous 
experience enables her to be an invaluable resource to governments who want to bring the value and 
benefit of StateRAMP to their organization. 
 
KATHY LOVEJOY, CPA, CISA, is the principal of IS audits for the Illinois Office of the Auditor General.  
Her areas of responsibility include managing financial audits, attestation examinations and overseeing the 
Office’s information systems reviews of Illinois government agencies. Kathy has over 28 years of 
experience of auditing governmental entities and is a member of the American Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants and the Information Systems Audit and Control Association. 
 
SUNIA LAULILE, GCIH, GCCC, joined the Washington State Auditor’s Office in October 2015 as an 
information security specialist. Sunia serves as an IT security expert supporting performance audits at the 
state and local level. He also serves in the State Auditor’s Office internal security for IT security policies 
and program. In total, Sunia has about two years of service with the state of Washington and 12 years of 
experience within the IT field. Additionally, Sunia is an actively serving member in the Washington Army 
National Guard, with more than nine years of service.  His current assignment is in information 
technology. 
 
MARK MATHISON, CPA, CISA, has over 15 years of auditing and accounting experience. Mark has 
been an auditor with the Minnesota Office of the Legislative Auditor (MN-OLA) for 11 years. He 
specializes in performing audits of the state’s IBM mainframe applications, including its PeopleSoft HR 
and payroll system. In addition, Mark helps train and assist MN-OLA’s staff on the use of many computer 



assisted auditing tools, including ACL and SQL compliant software packages. Prior to working as an 
auditor with the MN-OLA, Mark was an accountant for the Minnesota Office of the Governor.    

Mark is a member of the Information Systems Audit and Control Association and has served as 
the vice president of education for the Minnesota chapter since 2003. Mark was also actively involved in 
the Minneapolis-St. Paul Chapter of the Association of Government Accountants from 1991–2003, 
serving on various boards and committees. He served as the chapter’s president during the 2000-2001 
calendar year. 
 
HUNTER MCCLURE is an information systems auditor for the Montana Legislative Audit Division. He has 
been with the division since graduating college in 2017 with a management information systems degree 
from the University of Montana. He has worked on several audits including “Unmanned Aircraft Systems 
Deployment and Oversight” and “eGovernment Series: Security Consolidation.” Outside of the office he 
enjoys playing video games and attending local beer festivals with his wife and friends. 
 
PETE MILLER, CPA, CIA, CRMA, CISSP, CISM, CISA, CRISC, is an information systems audit 
supervisor with the North Carolina Office of the State Auditor. He has been performing internal and 
external governmental financial, compliance, performance, and IT audits for more than 10 years, and has 
led or participated in the state single audit, annual comprehensive financial report, and IT project/SDLC, 
cybersecurity and IT controls audits. He has taught audit sampling throughout OSA and other states. Pete 
graduated summa cum laude with a bachelor’s in business from Mount Olive College, earned a master’s 
in business administration with an accounting concentration from Liberty University, and earned a post 
graduate certificate in cybersecurity from the Rochester Institute of Technology. In addition to the licenses 
cited above, he is an Sec+ and Lean Six Sigma Green Belt and is currently studying for the CCSP. 

As a senior master sergeant in the U.S. Air Force Reserve, Pete serves as the superintendent of 
the 916th Air Refueling Wing (ARW) Inspector General section where he leads the Commander’s Self-
Inspection Program (i.e., internal audit). Here he leads local compliance inspections of federal programs 
including Equal Opportunity, Suicide Prevention, and Combating Trafficking in Persons; exercises of the 
nation’s antiterrorism, continuity of operations, emergency management, and nuclear programs; and 
investigates allegations of fraud, waste, and abuse. Pete also teaches resiliency skills including gratitude, 
mindfulness, and values-based goal setting to new Airmen as a Master Resiliency Trainer. 
 
SHAWN O’BRIEN is part of the product marketing team at Wolters Kluwer TeamMate. In that role he 
engages with private and public sector professionals across internal audit, controls, and offices of 
inspectors general. He is part of the development and launch team for TeamMate+ FedRAMP which 
attained FedRAMP authorization in May 2022 and is currently “In Progress” with StateRAMP. 
 
CHERILYN PASCOE is senior technology policy advisor at the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology, U.S. Department of Commerce. She advises NIST leadership on technology policy and 
strategy, including cybersecurity, privacy, and artificial intelligence. She also leads the NIST 
Cybersecurity Framework program and is active in the NIST AI Risk Management Framework 
development. Prior to joining NIST, she served more than a decade in staff leadership roles on the U.S. 
Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation working for former Senator Hutchison (R-
TX), Senator Thune (R-SD), and current Ranking Member Wicker (R-MS). Most recently, she served as 
deputy policy director managing the Committee’s Space and Science Subcommittee, which has 
legislative and oversight jurisdiction over science, technology, standards, and civil space policy. During 
her time on the Hill, she led efforts to develop and advance several notable pieces of legislation, including 
the U.S. Innovation and Competition Act, the AV Start Act, as well as three surface transportation 
reauthorization laws and ten cybersecurity laws. Pascoe received her M.A. in international science and 
technology policy from the George Washington University and her B.S. chemistry with highest honors 
from the University of Michigan. 
 
MICHELE PORTER is the chief auditor for the Data and IT Audit Division with the Ohio Auditor of State’s 
Office and manages a staff of 30 IT auditors. She oversees the completion of IT audit and data work for 
the office and helped set up a data group for the Ohio Auditor’s Office. She has been with the office for 
over 26 years and has experience in financial statement audit, SOC 1 audit, and IT audit work. Michele 



has a bachelor’s and master’s degree from Youngstown State University. She has twin boys in their first 
year of college. 
 
JESSICA RITTER, CPA, CISA, is a senior IT auditor for the Oregon Secretary of State Audits Division. 
She has seven years of experience in government auditing, including financial and IT audits. During this 
time, Jessica has conducted several information- and cyber-security audits, as she works toward 
completing experience requirements for her CISSP certification. Jessica holds bachelor of science 
degrees in both accountancy and business information systems from Oregon State University. 
 
JOE SASS, CISA, CSM, is the IT audit coordinator for the Minnesota Office of the Legislative Auditor. 
With a diverse technical background, Joe is known for his knack of being able to figure out how complex 
systems work and explaining them in simple terms. Prior to joining the OLA, Joe held several technical 
and leadership positions within private technology companies and Minnesota IT Services. Joe holds a 
B.A. in both English and secondary education from St. John’s University, and an M.A. in technical 
communication from Minnesota State University, Mankato. 
 
BRANDON STEED is a data analyst with the Georgia Department of Audits and Accounts. He has 
conducted analysis on a variety of projects focusing on data analysis, visualization, statistical modeling, 
and sampling techniques. A former educator, he is a graduate of the University of Georgia, receiving both 
a bachelor of science in education and a master of science in education for mathematics education. He 
has also completed the Thinkful Data Science Immersion Program. Brandon is skilled with various data 
tools and techniques, including SQL, Python, PowerBI, data cleaning, and machine learning. He uses his 
knowledge of statistics and programming languages to provide valuable analyses to the different 
business units at DOAA. 
 
KEVIN WALSH is a director in the U.S. Government Accountability Office’s Information Technology and 
Cybersecurity Team. He oversees work related to CIO authorities, systems at DHS and DOD, legacy 
modernizations, and satellite and space systems. He has led reviews covering topics related to the 
authorities of federal chief information officers, management of legacy IT systems, coordination of IT 
contracts, and assessments of IT-related risk. 

Kevin joined GAO in June 2006, and led projects related to FITARA and GAO’s High-Risk area 
on Improving the Management of IT Acquisitions and Operations. 

Kevin earned a master’s degree in business administration from Virginia Tech. Kevin earned a 
bachelor’s degree in economics from the University of Maryland, College Park. 
 
JEFFREY L. WHITE, CPA, CISA, is a legislative information systems audit manager with the Tennessee 
Office of the Comptroller of the Treasury, Division of State Audit. Jeff has over ten years of IT audit 
experience that includes supervising IT audits of state agencies and state higher education institutions. 
Jeff has also assisted with audits of agencies that use the services of third-party software-as-a-service 
providers to perform crucial business functions. His educational background includes an undergraduate 
degree and M.B.A. in accounting from Tennessee Technological University. Jeff has provided training 
over information systems auditing and the use of system and organization controls audit reports through 
in-house training classes, and he has presented to other state auditors at the National State Auditors 
Association’s annual IT conference. 
 
KAREN WILSON, CPA, CISA, systems audit manager, has been with the Washington State Auditor’s 
Office since 2004. In her role, she manages a team responsible for on-site audit work and developing, 
training, and maintain audit tools related to automated controls and system testing.  During her tenure 
with our Office, Karen worked with some of the smallest agencies throughout Eastern Washington, as 
well as larger state and local entities statewide.   


