
2021 NSAA Annual Conference 
Virtual Training 
June 6-8, 2021 

 
SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES 

 
 
TAMMY BAKER joined the Indiana State Board of Accounts in 1992. Over her 29- year career Tammy 
has held several positions including supervisor of townships, schools and non-profits and is currently a 
supervisory special investigator. As supervisory special investigator she manages a team of investigators 
working governmental fraud cases within a 52-county jurisdiction. In 2018, Tammy was a part of 
Operation Public Accountability working with state and federal prosecutors and law enforcement officials 
leading to criminal and civil charges filed against multiple local governmental officials. In 2020, Tammy 
received the State of Indiana Inspector General’s Award for Excellence for her work in the investigation of 
Indiana Virtual Schools. 
 
 
JOEL BLACK was named chairman of the Governmental Accounting Standards Board, effective July 1, 
2020. Joel came to the GASB after almost 16 years as a partner at Mauldin & Jenkins in Atlanta where he 
was the partner in charge of the firm’s audit practice at the time of his departure. Prior to Mauldin & 
Jenkins, Joel worked for 12 years at KPMG, LLP. During his experience in public accounting, he 
exclusively served state and local government clients leading audits and financial statement preparation 
engagements.  

Joel previously served on the Governmental Accounting Standards Advisory Council, the 
AICPA’s State and Local Government Expert Panel, and the executive committee of the AICPA’s 
Government Audit Quality Center.  

Joel graduated from Georgia State University and is a certified public accountant. 
 

MIKE BOZYMSKI was reappointed to a fourth term as deputy state examiner by Indiana Gov. Eric J. 
Holcomb in December 2017. In this role he is part of a three-member board that coordinates and 
manages a staff of approximately 250 employees who audit and examine over 4,100 state and local 
governmental entities. He has over 30 years of experience with an extensive background in public service 
and governmental auditing. Mike is committed to serving the citizens of the state by ensuring their tax 
dollars are properly spent and seeing that their state and local officials and employees receive proper 
training and guidance. He is a certified public accountant and certified fraud examiner and earned his 
bachelor’s degree in accounting from Ball State University. Mike interacts on a regular basis with 
concerned citizens, state and local government officials, the media, and the Indiana Office of the Attorney 
General, and local, state and federal law enforcement agencies in cases involving theft and fraud. 
 
GILA J. BRONNER is president and CEO of Bronner Group, LLC, a multi-disciplined professional 
services company that delivers comprehensive strategy, transformation, and accountability consulting 
services to state and local governments, federal agencies and government-related organizations. 
Throughout her distinguished career, Ms. Bronner has assisted more than 450 government entities 
throughout the United States and Puerto Rico in streamlining business practices, implementing improved 
internal controls, and developing strong public oversight mechanisms. 

Ms. Bronner is highly respected by governors, lawmakers, and regulators as an expert on 
government accountability and internal control issues and is a nationally recognized authority on 
government compliance and oversight. She has written and lectured extensively on the subjects of 
auditor independence, government efficiency and reform, grants management and government 
accountability.  

Pursuant to a Presidential appointment, Ms. Bronner served as a member of the governing 
council of the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. In 2016, Ms. Bronner began a five-year term 
as a member of the Federal Accounting Standards Advisory Board. She was also selected as an initial 
member of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration’s Advisory Council Financial Audit 
Committee. 



At the state level, Ms. Bronner has consulted to numerous state governments across multiple 
disciplines. Additionally, she has provided pro-bono assistance through service on state boards and 
commissions, including serving as Vice-Chair of the Illinois Finance Authority.  

Over her 30-plus year career, Ms. Bronner has been an active national leader in the public 
accounting profession. She was a member of the board of directors of the American Institute of Certified 
Public Accountants. She is also a member of the Illinois CPA Society, where she served in numerous 
leadership roles. For two consecutive years, Accounting Today, named Ms. Bronner one of the top 100 
most influential people in accounting. 

Ms. Bronner received her bachelor of science degree in accounting from the University of Illinois.  
She was inducted into the University’s College of Business Administration’s Institute for Entrepreneurial 
Studies Hall of Fame and presented with the Distinguished Graduate Award. She is a member of the 
University of Illinois, College of Business Administration Alumni Leadership Academy, and its Accounting 
Advisory Committee. 

Ms. Bronner is a licensed certified public accountant in Illinois, Indiana, California, Florida, 
Georgia, Massachusetts, New York, and Pennsylvania.   
 
MICHAEL (MIKE) BROWN is a senior national instructor with Becker Professional Education. He has 
extensive experience in public accounting, corporate accounting, and education. Mike started out his 
career with Ernst & Young in its Atlanta assurance practice working with clients in manufacturing, 
financial services and retail. Following that, Mike spent several years in corporate accounting, gaining 
experience as a controller in both the real estate and service fields. Mike draws on both the variety of 
experience and variety of industries as he transitioned to education with Becker. Michael has a passion 
for teaching, representing Becker’s CPA Review, CMA Review and Continuing Professional Education 
products as well as now serving as an adjunct professor for accounting at Franklin University. Mike 
graduated from the University of Virginia with a bachelor of science in commerce and a master of science 
in accounting. He is a licensed CPA in the state of North Carolina, currently residing in Raleigh with his 
wife and two children. 
 
TAMMIE BROWN is an assistant director with the Department of Health and Human Services, 
Office of the Inspector General (OIG), located in Kansas City, Missouri. She is responsible for 
directing the HHS/OIG/OAS/NEAR quality control review, peer reviews and CPA outreach 
activities.    

She serves as the single audit coordinator for Health and Human Services. She has also 
served as the co-chairman on OMB for Revising the Single Audit Process. She was a 
committee member for the redesign and update of the CIGIE Single Audit Quality Control 
Review desk review and Quality Control review guides. She has also participated on various 
updates to the NASACT peer review checklist. 

Ms. Brown received a joint PCIE/ECIE award in recognition for her contributions in 
assisting the PCIE National Single Audit project management team. She has received various 
CIGIE awards for her contributions to the single audit process. She is a past recipient of the 
David Walker Excellence in Accountability Award. 

Prior to joining the OIG staff in December 1999, Ms. Brown was employed by the 
Missouri Department of Revenue. Ms. Brown received an M.B.A. from Northwest Missouri State 
University and a B.S.B.A. in accounting from Missouri Western State University.   
 
SUZANNE M. BUMP, the 25th auditor of the commonwealth of Massachusetts and the first woman to 
serve in this role, took office in 2011. She leads a 225-person workforce of auditors, fraud investigators, 
and researchers to improve government accountability and build trust in government.  

During her tenure, the auditor’s office has identified more than $1.3 billion worth of inefficiencies, 
misspending, and fraud. The work of her office has led to changes that have both a human and financial 
impact within programs across the breadth of state and local government, including Medicaid, child 
welfare, public safety, public benefits, and education.  

Key to her results has been the recruitment of a talented and diverse workforce and the adoption 
of new technologies that improve both the effectiveness of her own office’s operations and the ability of 



her staff to identify root causes of government inefficiencies and failures. They have also enabled the 
office to receive numerous national awards for excellence in auditing and innovations in the use of data 
analytics.   

Bump is a member of the U.S. Comptroller General’s Domestic Working Group. She served on 
the executive committee of the National Association of State Auditors, Comptrollers and Treasurers and 
recently completed a term as president of the National State Auditor's Association. She also serves on 
several public boards, including the Inspector General Council, the Municipal Finance Oversight Board, 
the Public Employees Retirement Administration Commission and the Mass. Teachers Retirement 
System.  Bump also is a partner in the Women's Suffrage Celebration Coalition of Massachusetts and a 
member of the Massachusetts Women’s Forum.  

Her prior government experience includes service as the secretary of labor and workforce 
development and as a state representative. In the private sector, she worked as a business advocate, 
legal counsel, and a member of the boards of numerous non-profit organizations including the South 
Shore Chamber of Commerce and St. Francis House. 

Auditor Bump is a graduate of Boston College and Suffolk University School of Law.  
 
DR. DAVID CHINSKY spent nearly 20 years in executive leadership positions at organizations including 
Ford Motor Company, Nestle and Thomson Reuters, before founding the Institute for Leadership Fitness 
in 2002. Today, Dr. Chinsky is in high demand as a mentor, trainer, and executive coach.  

Dr. Chinsky is the founder of the Institute for Leadership Fitness, author of The Fit Leader’s 
Companion, and creator of the Fit Leader’s Program™ and Fit Leaders Academy, leadership 
development experiences that prepare organizational leaders for careers marked by sustained 
contribution. 

David’s programs have attracted leaders from over a dozen states in the U.S. and from over 15 
countries around the world. Over 5,000 leaders have participated in the Institute’s Leadership Fitness 
experiences. Over 50 percent of those participants have been leaders working in state government.  

Dr. Chinsky holds his bachelor of arts and doctorate degrees from the University of Michigan, his 
master of science degree from the University of Illinois, and his M.B.A. from the Keller Graduate School of 
Management.   

David also has been awarded the highly coveted certified speaking professional designation by 
the National Speakers Association and has earned his professional coaching credentials from the 
International Coaching Federation. 
 
SUSAN DENTON is a communications specialist for the Tennessee Comptroller of the Treasury. 
Susan manages internal communications activities on behalf of the office and guides branding 
efforts, design and approvals for office publications and special projects. Susan’s work supports 
both officewide and divisional initiatives. 

Susan joined the Comptroller’s Office in 2011. Prior to her service in state government, Susan 
held other internal communications and public relations management positions within the 
pharmaceutical and health care industries as well as the nonprofit sector. 

A native of Bristol, Tennessee, Susan attended East Tennessee State University in Johnson City 
where she graduated with a degree in mass communications and business management. She is 
also a 2015 graduate of the state’s LEAD Tennessee leadership development program. 

Susan lives in Franklin with her husband, Kevin, and two daughters. In her spare time, Susan 
enjoys cooking, studying fashion, dabbling in interior design, and spending time with her family. 
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EMILY DIXON is a manager with the Performance Audit Services (PAS) section of the Louisiana 
Legislative Auditor’s office. Emily has 16 years of performance audit experience and two years of 
compliance audit experience, 15 of which were in a supervisory capacity. 

In her capacity as an audit manager, Emily supervises audits dealing with economy, efficiency, 
and effectiveness of state programs and functions. During her auditing career she has planned, 
conducted, and supervised performance audits on a variety of topics, including statewide human 
trafficking detection and prevention, the Office of Public Health’s Safe Drinking Water Program, the Public 
Service Commission’s approval of water rates, the Department of Health’s Adult Protective Services, and 
healthcare regulatory boards. Emily serves as the hiring manager for PAS and is an active participant in 
NSAA’s peer review process as a team leader and concurring reviewer.  

Emily is a native of Baton Rouge, Louisiana. She obtained a bachelor of science degree in 
psychology, a bachelor of science degree in elementary education, and a master of business 
administration degree with a concentration in internal audit from Louisiana State University. Emily is also 
a certified internal auditor, a certified government auditing professional, and has a certification in risk 
management assurance. 
 
SCOTT FRANK has served as the director of performance and IT audit for the Office of the Washington 
State Auditor since 2018. In that capacity, he directs the office’s performance audit program which was 
established through a 2005 citizens’ ballot initiative. He also oversees the office’s consolidated IT audit 
function, which includes data analytics, systems audits, cybersecurity audits, and forensic investigations. 
Prior to coming to Washington, Scott worked for the Kansas Legislative Division of Post Audit for nearly 
20 years, including serving as the state’s fifth legislative post auditor from 2010 to 2018. He has served 
on the executive committees for a number of national and regional audit organizations, including the 
National State Auditors Association, the Mid-America Intergovernmental Audit Forum, and the Pacific 
Northwest Intergovernmental Audit Forum. Scott holds a B.S. in management information systems from 
Kansas State University, an M.S. in business administration from the University of Kansas, and an M.A. in 
economics from the University of Missouri-Kansas City. 
 
DEBORAH L. HARKER is the assistant inspector general for audit at the Department of the 
Treasury Office of Inspector General where she has served in various audit roles since 2009.     

Earlier in her career, Debbie served in comptrollership roles at the Washington National 
Cathedral, George Washington University and the University of Miami. Debbie also served in 
audit management positions at Rice University and at a large public accounting firm. 
  She is a graduate of the University of Texas at Austin and has her masters of business 
administration from the University of Miami. She is a member of the Texas State Board of Public 
Accountants.    
 
PAUL JOYCE was first appointed as the Indiana State Examiner in 2013 by Indiana Gov. Mike Pence 
and reappointed by Gov. Eric Holcomb on December 14, 2017. His appointment was confirmed by the 
Indiana Legislative Council on the same date. Paul’s current appointment is through December 31, 2021. 

As state examiner Paul coordinates and manages the audits and examinations of over 4,100 
state and local governmental entities in Indiana. He has over 30 years of experience with an extensive 
background in public service and government auditing.  

He advocates accountability and transparency in government and believes that public service 
is an obligation and an opportunity for us to work together to make our government more transparent and 
accountable. 

Paul is a certified public accountant and began his career with the Indiana State Board of 
Accounts in 1990 as an intern.  

Prior to being appointed as the Indiana State Examiner, Paul held the position 
of deputy state examiner for eight years. Prior to that he served many years in the field as a field 



examiner performing local government audits and investigations. He served honorably in the U.S. Navy 
from 1984 through 1988. 

Paul interacts on a regular basis with members from the governor’s office, the legislature, Office 
of Management and Budget, citizens, local government officials, the inspector general, local state and 
federal law enforcement agencies, the U.S.Attorney’s Office and various county prosecutors in cases 
involving theft and fraud. 
 
MARK MAHON is a veteran of the United States Army. He is retired from the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation after 20 years of service as a special agent. He enjoyed a multitude of assignments 
throughout the country and the world. He has extensive experience in investigating violent crime, 
terrorism, and cyber criminal offenses. His FBI career culminated with a focus on fraud and corruption 
investigations. He led a task force that obtained convictions against several public officials for abusing 
their office and ended a Ponzi scheme causing a loss to investors of more than $250 million.     

Mark joined the Indiana State Board of Accounts in 2016. As the director of special investigations, 
he maintains oversight of governmental fraud cases within the jurisdiction of the Indiana State Board of 
Accounts. Mark leads a team that is responsible for identifying fraud, recovering losses, and working with 
law enforcement to hold those responsible accountable for their actions. In 2018, Mark’s team initiated 
Operation Public Accountability leading to 15 government officials being criminally charged throughout 
the state of Indiana. Those officials collectively defrauded taxpayers more than $1 million.    
 
KADE MINCHEY is the Utah legislative auditor general and director of the Office of the Legislative 
Auditor General. He has been with the office for 20 years, and in 2018 was appointed by the speaker, 
president, and both bodies of the Utah Legislature to be the auditor general. Kade graduated in 
philosophy from Utah State University and earned his master of public administration degree from the 
University of Utah. Having been an adjunct instructor for both Salt Lake Community College and Brigham 
Young University, Kade has experience teaching courses in political ideologies and program evaluation. 
He has worked on a broad range of performance audits in his career that include favoritism and nepotism 
within the Department of Corrections, fraud, waste, and abuse in the state’s Medicaid program, and 
regulatory and tax concerns on radioactive waste within the Department of Environmental Quality. Kade 
has a passion for auditing and firmly believes it is one of the most important functions that any entity 
performs. Kade has lived in South Dakota and Texas, and now resides with his wife and five children in 
Layton, Utah. 
 
MIKE PAONI is the assistant director of the Performance Audit Division for the Illinois Office of the Auditor 
General. Mike started with the office as an intern in 1988 and has been with the Office for over 30 years. He 
holds a B.S. from Illinois State University and a master’s in public administration from the University of Illinois 
at Springfield, with a concentration in program analysis and review. Mike lives in Springfield with his wife 
Melissa and daughter Devin.    
 
KEN PETERSEN has more than 25 years of experience developing and implementing systems and 
working with data in a variety of capacities for both Fortune 500 and entrepreneurial software 
development companies. Since 2002, he has focused on the governance, risk, and compliance space, 
helping numerous customers across multiple industries implement software solutions to satisfy various 
business needs. Petersen has been with Wolters Kluwer since 2009 and is currently a director and 
product manager of the TeamMate Analytics product focused on helping auditors perform data analytics. 
 
DIANNE E. RAY began serving as a member of the Governmental Accounting Standards Board on July 
1, 2020. Her term extends through June 30, 2025. Ms. Ray currently serves as the state auditor of 
Colorado. In that role, she has been recognized for her innovative leadership style. Prior to becoming 
state auditor, Ms. Ray served as the Office of the State Auditor’s (OSA) Deputy State Auditor primarily 
responsible for the financial audit of the State of Colorado. She began her career at the OSA in 2002 as 
Director of the Local Government Audit Division.  

Prior to joining the OSA, she worked in local government for 15 years, including as director of 
finance and administration for the city of Louisville, Colorado. Ms. Ray holds a bachelor of science degree 
in accounting from Arizona State University and a master of public administration degree from the 
University of Colorado. She is a licensed CPA in Colorado and Arizona. 



 
An award-winning motivational speaker, DENISE RYAN lights the fires of enthusiasm so people can do 
great things. She is an author, an MBA and a CSP (Certified Speaking Professional), a designation of 
excellence held by less than 10 percent of professional speakers. And she is a certified virtual presenter. 

Her programs have been heard by audiences across the globe to include Wells Fargo, IBM, Blue 
Cross Blue Shield, and the US Department of Homeland Security. She has spoken at the NSAA National 
Conference as well as for several state audit teams. And she’s excited to be here with us today! 
 
JESSICA M. SACCHETTI, CPA, is the president of 20-20 Services LLC. As president, Jessica is 
passionate about developing learning programs that help professionals meet their goals. Jessica brings 
20 years of experience in the accounting industry, working with accountants, auditors and tax 
professionals. She continues to work closely with employers and individuals to create learning solutions 
that address key organizational and individual needs. Prior to her role as president, Jessica led the 
product development efforts at 20-20 Services, LLC. She specialized in creating and customizing training 
programs to best meet the needs of young professionals nationwide. Jessica began her career at Deloitte 
& Touche LLP where she served as an audit manager. Following her passion for teaching, Jessica joined 
AuditWatch (a division of Thomson Reuters) in 2005 where she developed and delivered audit staff 
training and consulting programs to a wide variety of accounting professionals. 

Jessica is a CPA, licensed in Massachusetts and is a member of the AICPA. Jessica holds a 
bachelor’s degree in accounting from Stonehill College in Easton, MA, and a master’s degree in taxation 
from Bentley University in Waltham, MA. Jessica has also served as an adjunct faculty member in the 
Business Department at Stonehill College in Easton, MA. 

 
NICOLE SHAFFER is a communications specialist for the Tennessee Comptroller of the Treasury. 
Nicole oversees the office’s involvement in the Top Workplaces program and guides the planning and 
presentation of several employee feedback initiatives including office-wide surveys, events, 
and outreach initiatives on behalf of office leadership. She also partners with the comptroller’s human 
resources team and other divisions within the office to organize employee engagement-focused 
campaigns and other special projects that help promote and sustain a healthy and engaging workplace. 
In addition, Nicole manages the Fiscal Note Support Form process for the Comptroller’s Office each 
legislative session and she serves as the comptroller’s appointee on the Tennessee Highway Officials 
Certification Board. 

Nicole joined the Comptroller’s Office in 2014 as a legislative legal assistant, supporting the 
Comptroller’s Office of General Counsel in addition to several ombudsmen positions, and she joined the 
Comptroller’s Office of Communications in 2017. Prior to her service with the Comptroller’s Office, Nicole 
worked for the Tennessee General Assembly. Nicole is a graduate of Middle Tennessee State University 
in Murfreesboro, Tennessee from which she holds a bachelor of science in international relations and a 
bachelor of arts in global studies. In addition, Nicole holds a master of science in management from 
Austin Peay State University in Clarksville, Tennessee, and she is a graduate of the 2019 class 
of LEAD Tennessee. 

Born in Washington state, Nicole grew up living across the United States and Saudi Arabia before 
finding her home in Tennessee. Nicole is a dedicated member of the Nashville Area Alumnae Chapter of 
Alpha Omicron Pi, a lifelong travel enthusiast, and a pizza connoisseur. Nicole lives in Franklin, 
Tennessee with her boyfriend, Zach, and their two cats, Fiona and Trixie. In her spare time, Nicole enjoys 
cheering on the Tennessee Titans and the Nashville Predators. 

 
ALAN SKELTON was named director of research and technical activities of the Governmental 
Accounting Standards Board, effective April 1, 2021. In this role he leads the staff and serves as the 
principal advisor to the chair and Board.  

Immediately prior to joining the GASB, Mr. Skelton was the state accounting officer for the state 
of Georgia, a position he was initially appointed to by the governor in 2012. He was reappointed to the 
role in 2019. As state accounting officer, Mr. Skelton provided accounting leadership for the state of 
Georgia, including oversight of statewide financial reporting, issuing accounting policy and application 
interpretations of Generally Accepted Accounting Principles, and implementing business process 
improvements. He served as deputy state accounting officer from 2009 to 2012. Previously, Mr. Skelton 
had more than a decade of experience in public accounting, primarily with Ernst & Young.  



Mr. Skelton served on the GASB’s advisory council—the Governmental Accounting Standards 
Advisory Council—from 2015 to 2021, including as its vice chair since 2018. He is a graduate of Florida 
State University and a certified public accountant. 

 
BEN TAFOYA is the director of the Division of Local Mandates for the Office of Massachusetts State 
Auditor Suzanne Bump. Ben has served in this role for four years leading a team of researchers that 
explore issues of state policy impacting budget and operations of municipalities in the commonwealth. 
Prior to joining the office, Ben was in academic leadership for Walden University where he managed large 
graduate and undergraduate programs in public administration and criminal justice. He holds a doctorate 
from Northeastern University, an M.B.A. from Suffolk and an undergraduate degree in economics from 
Georgetown University. He served as a local elected official from 2005 until 2014. 

 
MATT TAYLOR is a deputy director in the Georgia Department of Audits and Accounts’ Performance 
Audits Division. Since beginning as a management analyst in 1998, Matt has conducted or managed 
approximately 75 audits on a range of topics, including education, healthcare, tax credits, corrections, and 
court administration. He has also overseen the production of fiscal notes for the Georgia General 
Assembly since 2016. Matt earned a B.A. and M.A. in political science from Mississippi State University. 

 
EMILY VANCUREN began her career in public accounting with concentration in audits of financial 
institutions. Emily joined the Indiana State Board of Accounts in 2013. Over her career Emily successfully 
passed the CPA exam, has worked extensively with audits of universities and cities, and is currently a 
special investigator. Emily is responsible for all aspects of the investigation from planning to writing the 
report. In 2020, Emily received the State of Indiana Inspector General’s Award for Excellence for her work 
in the investigation of Indiana Virtual Schools. 

 
BILL VINSON graduated with an associate’s degree in accounting from Indiana Business College. He 
also spent two and one-half years teaching accounting for IBC before taking a position with the Indiana 
State Board of Accounts in December of 1979. Bill worked his way through the ranks of field examiner 
and has held positions as a field supervisor and audit manager. From 2018 through 2020, Bill was a 
senior special investigator, with the focus being fraud and theft audits, before retiring at the end of 2020 
with 41 years with the state. In 2020, Bill received the State of Indiana Inspector General’s Award for 
Excellence for his work in the investigation of Indiana Virtual Schools. 

 
GEORGE L. ZOGLIO, CPA, MBA is a senior faculty instructor with 20-20 Services, LLC. He brings over 
twenty-five years of experience in the fields of accounting, auditing, and taxation. He has served in senior 
management roles in CPA firms as well as for-profit, not-for-profit and government organizations. His 
expertise includes internal controls, budgeting, financial reporting, and single audit. In addition to being an 
instructor with 20 20 Services, LLC, he is also the principal of Zoglio Financial Management Solutions, 
where he provides outsourced accounting and financial management services. 

With a comfortable communication style, he has a knack for translating technical accounting and 
finance issues into plain English. His speaking engagement audiences have included financial managers, 
boards and committees, commercial lenders as well as peers. Topics presented include identifying the 
warning signs of fraud, improving internal controls, UBTI issues, Uniform Guidance, analysis and 
interpretation of financial statements and business ethics. 

He is a graduate of Bryant University, receiving both a B.S. in accounting as well as an M.B.A. in 
health care management. He is a member of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, 
including the Government Audit Quality Center. He is also a member of the Massachusetts Society of 
CPAs and the Boston Nonprofit Consultants’ Network. 

 


